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1. Terms of use Agreement 
 
This Terms of Use Agreement ("Agreement") sets forth the legally binding terms for your use of the 
Services of box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival which is run by A Bale Pictures, Inc. By agreeing to the 
hereafter stated Terms and Conditions, you agree to be bound by this Agreement. You 
(“Filmmaker” “Owner” “Sender” “Film Producer”) are only authorized to use the Services if you 
agree to abide by all applicable laws and to this Agreement. Please read this Agreement carefully 
and print it for your records. If you wish to submit your film and exhibit it as part of box[ur]shorts™ 
Film Festival, make use of the Services, you must read this Agreement and indicate your 
acceptance by checking the box on the submission form.  
 
2. Festival Mission 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival caters to the art of short filmmaking. Our goal is to run an enterprise 
that helps to focus attention on works of quality in order to contribute to the progress of short 
filmmaking. box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival offers and attempts to be the best platform for filmmakers 
to get their work seen, constantly improve the ways the movies are screened and reach as many 
audiences possible. Our motto is to “bring the movies to the people” instead of “bringing the people 
to the movies”. 
 
3. Festival Information 
 
At box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival we literally “box your shorts”. Besides our annual event where the 
winners are screened on the big screen, box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will show all competing 
movies in artistic boxes, at multiple locations all over the world. The films are programmed to loop 
non-stop on different size LCD screens along with the possibility for the viewer make a selection 
from interactive menu. For a detailed list of locations please visit the official website 
(www.boxurshorts.com). 
 
During the year there will be a total of four (4) programs in the boxes. The programming is as 
followed: 
 
- Winter Screenings start on January 16th and end on March 15th 
- Spring Screenings start on March 16th and end on June 15th 
- Summer Screenings start on June 16th and end on September 15th 
- Fall screenings start on September 16th and end on January 15th  
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival cannot always guarantee the simultaneous and timely launch of the 
programs in all boxes should there be interference from external forces beyond our control. 
 
4. Dates and Deadlines 
 
As per April 1st, 2007 box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will no longer ask for submission fees. 
Filmmakers can make a voluntary donation of $10 if they choose to financially support the festival. 
All entries will be considered as long as they are postmarked by the date of the cut-off deadlines. 
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The festival maintains the right to change deadlines at any time. Please check the official website 
for updates.  
 
Expenses for the shipping (both import/export) of the screener copy and materials including 
insurance are the sole responsibility of their Owner or Sender. The festival will not return screener 
copies; special arrangements may be made by emailing a request to: 
submissions@boxurshorts.com. Note that the festival will not pay for any cost arising from the 
returns under no circumstances. 
 
5. Selection for the Competition 
 
The festival team chooses and invites the films and filmmakers to participate in competition at 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival’s. Each film shown in the festival will receive a Certificate of 
Participation. The certificates will be handed to the filmmakers at the annual event. If you are 
unable to attend the event arrangements to obtain the certificate can be made by emailing to: 
info@boxurshorts.com. 
 
Submissions are eligible if they meet all following requirements: 
 
- Films must be less than fifteen (15) minutes of length including full credits. 
- Movie screeners must be one of the following formats: No region-code DVD (both PAL and 

NTSC), VHS, MiniDV (both PAL and NTSC), and Quicktime (.mov) burnt on DVD-/+R. If for 
any reason the screener won’t play and thus can’t be viewed you will be notified and required 
to resubmit a sample of your short. 

- Films must be available in the original language with English subtitles. By “original language” is 
meant the one in which a film is, has been or will be exhibited in its country of origin. All 
subtitling expenses are to be met by the Film Producer. 

- The submission package must further include the following items: 
o Fully completed and signed submission form 
o At least one screen-shot of the movie (digital or print) 
o At least one photo of the director(s) (digital or print) 
o Correct entry fee payment 
o Additional materials (press-kit, trailer) 

 
6. Notification 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will notify the selected films by email. If you wish to inquire about the 
status of your submission, please email us at submissions@boxurshorts.com. Your film will be in 
process of consideration until you receive an email stating that it has been accepted or rejected. 
Films that have been selected cannot be withdrawn from the festival program prior, during, and 
after the screening or event. 
 
Upon notification of acceptance and within ten (10) days, you will need to send us the exhibition 
master of your film as specified in detail in the acceptance email. Failure to do so may result in the 
loss of your spot in the offered festival program. Expenses for the shipping (both import/export) of 
your exhibition master, including insurance are the sole responsibility of their Owner or Sender. 
The festival cannot be made liable for any loss or damage. 
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The screening format at box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival is DVD quality or above with an aspect ratio 
of16:9 (anamorphic). For optimal compatibility, make sure to export your movie accordingly. 
 
Finalists will receive a festival pass plus one (1) additional guest ticket for the awards night free of 
charge. If multiple movies of the same filmmaker are to be screened at the annual event, 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival can provide only one (1) festival pass and one (1) guest ticket to the 
filmmaker. Festival passes are non-transferable and will be issued to the “artist” submitted on the 
entry form. 
 
All filmmakers who had their movie in competition during the year and are not selected among the 
finalists will receive one (1) ticket to attend the festival night. If the filmmaker has more than one 
movies in competition box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival can only give out one (1) free ticket to the 
filmmaker. 
 
7. Screening in the Box 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival screens all shorts in competition for an extended amount of time as 
explained in details above in boxes at different locations around the world, at the annual event, and 
online on the official website. For a complete updated list please visit www.boxurshorts.com. 
 
The boxes undergo constant improvement. Current box features include (Generation_02 Box): 
- 7”, 9”, and 10.2” LCD screen. The screens support 16:9 anamorphic format. Selected movies 

not formatted for this aspect ratio must be converted. If the exhibition copy isn’t properly 
formatted and supplied by the set deadline, the festival retains the right to export the picture in 
order to fit the screens. 

- The audio can be played through built-in speakers, headphones, and where permitted through 
FM transmitters. It is the responsibility of the filmmaker to guarantee a soundtrack that doesn’t 
peak and is mixed according to SMPTE standards. Failure to do so may result in losing the 
spot in the program. Please note that some boxes won’t be equipped with an FM transmitter 
due to local laws and regulations. box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival cannot guarantee the flawless 
functionality of the FM transmitter as some radio stations might interfere with the signal. 

- The boxes are equipped with an analogue audio/video in and output connected to the festival 
lineup. Viewers with compatible equipment may thus download the films in the lineup. 

- An interactive navigation panel enables the viewers to choose the films playing in the box. The 
buttons are programmed as followed: menu, navigate back and forward, play/enter, and skip 
film. If no interaction occurs, the films continue screening with a random pick in the festival 
lineup.  

 
The order in which the movies are played is determined randomly. 
 
The filmmaker must be the sole owner of all right, title and interest in and to the submitted film or 
have secured all rights in the chain of titles; He or she needs to have the exclusive, unconditional 
right and authority to submit their film to box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival, and that no third party is 
entitled to any payment or other consideration of behalf of this film. The filmmaker also warrants 
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and represents that whatever intellectual property including music and/or trademarks currently 
contained in the film and not original to the production has secured permission to use. 
 
Filmmaker agrees that his or her film may be exhibited throughout the universe in public, copied, 
screened, publicly released, transmitted, displayed, streamed, distributed, or translated the whole 
or a part of the submitted work, any captured scene, footage or title thereof, or any personal 
information of the applicant to the extent required for its operation and public relation activities 
through any an all media. Any use of the work for commercial purpose, such as paid distribution or 
recording on DVD for sale purposes among others will be separately discussed and agreed upon. 
 
Films containing strong language, explicit sexual or political controversial material the festival 
cannot guarantee for screenings at all locations due to local laws, rules and regulations. Under no 
circumstance can the festival be held responsible of the content of films in competition. The 
filmmaker holds box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival harmless from any claim arising in connection with 
this. 
 
8. Screening on the Web 
 
All films in competition may be made available online on the official website unless the filmmaker 
chooses not to make use of this feature. The choice must be clearly marked on the application 
form. There is no additional cost for this service. 
 
The filmmaker agrees that a teaser/trailer of their film will be made available online even if they 
choose to never present their film on the internet. Trailers must be submitted along with the final 
exhibition copy of the movie. Failure to do so authorizes box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival to cut a up to 
40 seconds long teaser clip from the particular film in competition. 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival retains the right to discontinue streaming movies on the internet at 
anytime. 
 
The order in which the movies are listed online are randomly determined. 
 
Podcasts are available for all films once authorized by the makers of the shorts. There is an option 
to choose a specific date when viewer can download the movies online if desired by the Film 
Producer. Viewers have the option to make a donation to the festival for downloading the film. The 
revenue generated will be split 50/50 between Film Producer and box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival. 
Payments are due on an annual basis. The filmmaker has the opportunity to inquire about the 
donations on the following dates: July 1st and January 1st. 
 
9. Advertising 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival has the right to use any form and type of advertising in promoting the 
festival and display such in connection with the films in competition. The filmmakers may not to be 
part of decision-making in that matter.  
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The filmmaker gives the festival unconditional permission to use the trailers and short segments of 
the films in competition as well as any information submitted on the entry form and press kit for 
promotional purposes without any limitation in time throughout the universe. 
 
10. Festival Event 
 
The annual event of the 2nd  box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will be announced with reasonable 
notice. Please check the website for updates (http://www.boxurshorts.com/events). During this 
event, the winners (also referred to as “finalists”) will be screened in a countdown line-up along 
with the announcement and honoring of the winning films.  
 
All travel arrangements including flight tickets, car rentals, hotel bookings, etc. in connection with 
the event are the sole responsibility of the filmmakers should they decide to attend the event. 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will not pay for any such expenses. You may contact the festival if 
you need help to find information for local accommodation. Email us at: info@boxurshorts.com. 
 
11. box[ur]shorts™ Awards and Jury 
 
The festival team will appoint a jury of minimum 3 members. Each jury member will vote by secret 
ballot. The box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival team will attend Jury deliberations but are not able to vote. 
Decisions are final and won’t be commented on. 
 
The producer(s) of box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will supply all movies out of the year’s competition 
to the judges in DVD format. Upon viewing the films, the judges will vote and thus determine the 
finalists as well as vote for the order of the countdown and winners of the awards. The jury is 
obliged to award the:  
 

1. Golden box[ur]shorts™ Award (1st place) 
2. Silver box[ur]shorts™ Award (2nd place) 
3. Bronze box[ur]shorts™ Award (3rd place) 
4. Best box[ur]shorts™ Student Film Award 
5. box[ur]shorts™ Audience Award 

 
The Audience Award may be given to any of the films in competition including the films not 
screening among the finalists as well as the winners of the Golden, Silver, and Bronze Awards. 
The votes are collected in two ways: (1) Online votes (box[ur]vote™) collected during the year 
through the website and (2) ballots cast during the annual event. The winner of the Audience 
award is a final decision and may not be renegotiated after awarding. To vote for a film 
(box[ur]vote™), vote online or send an email to: boxurshorts@jabpix.com with the film title and 
either “Thumb up!” or Thumb down!” in the subject line. 
 
When voting for the Audience award, each individual is allowed to cast a maximum of two votes, 
one electronically by email or through the website and one paper ballot during the annual event. 
Any additional votes will be voided. If box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival suspects any manipulation 
attempt in the voting procedure the case will be investigated. Films and filmmakers can disqualify 
from obtaining the Audience award.  
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12. Prizes 
 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival will provide the winners with prizes and the award statues. The 
updated prizes are listed on the festival website (download the .pdf files for detailed information). 
The winners must be present at the awards night or send a representative to pick up their prizes 
and statues. In no event shall box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival be responsible to mail or messenger 
any of the prizes to filmmakers and pay for postage fees. Special arrangements can be made by 
coordinating with the festival within a reasonable time frame.  
 
13. Privacy Policy 
 
We respect your privacy and the use and protection of your Personal Information. If you have any 
questions regarding box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival's privacy practices, you may send your question 
to us by e-mail to info@boxurshorts.com or by U.S. mail to A Bale Pictures, Attn: Privacy 
Administrator, 11937 Avon Way Suite 11, Los Angeles, CA 90066. 
 
14. Dispute 
 
If there is any dispute about or involving the Services of box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival, you agree 
that the dispute shall be governed by the laws of the State of California without regard to conflict of 
law provisions and you agree to personal jurisdiction by and venue in the state and federal courts 
of the State of California, City of Los Angeles. Either box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival or you may 
demand that any dispute between the Festival and you arising out of this Agreement must be 
settled by arbitration utilizing the dispute resolution procedures of the American Arbitration 
Association (AAA) in Los Angeles, California. 
 
15. Indemnification 
 
You agree to indemnify and hold box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival, its subsidiaries, and affiliates, and 
their respective officers, agents, partners and employees, harmless from any loss, liability, claim, or 
demand, including reasonable attorneys' fees, made by any third party due to or arising out of your 
use of the Services in violation of this Agreement and/or arising from a breach of this Agreement 
and/or any breach of your representations and warranties set forth above to be liable to another. 
 
16. Limitation on Liability 
 
In no event shall box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival be liable to you or any third party for any indirect, 
consequential, exemplary, incidental, special or punitive damages, including lost profit damages 
arising from your use of the services, even if box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival has been advised of the 
possibility of such damages. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, 
box[ur]shorts™ Film Festival’s liability to you for any cause whatsoever and regardless of the form 
of the action, will at all times be limited to the amount paid, if any, by you to box[ur]shorts™ Film 
Festival for the Services. 
  


